
	

Activate Uptown Storefront Improvement Grant Guidelines 

The Activate Uptown Storefront Improvement Grant Program supports exterior 
improvements to commercial properties in Mt. Lebanon’s Uptown Business District. The 
program aims to strengthen Uptown by enhancing curb appeal, preserving architectural 
character, and supporting long-term economic vitality. 

This matching grant—up to $5,000 per property—may be used to fund signage, façade 
restoration, outdoor enhancements, and other visible improvements. The program is 
funded by the Municipality of Mt. Lebanon and jointly administered with the Mt. 
Lebanon Partnership. 

Eligibility 

Eligible Applicants 

• Commercial property owners 
• Commercial tenants with written property owner approval 
• Properties must be located within the Uptown Business District (see attached 

map) 

Eligible Activities 
Projects must result in visible storefront or façade improvements, such as: 

• Façade restoration and repair 
• Signage installation or removal 
• Awnings 
• Lighting 
• Painting (excluding painting of unpainted brick) 
• Outdoor seating or furnishings 
• Accessibility improvements 
• Rear or side façade improvements visible from public streets (case-by-case 

approval) 

Ineligible Activities 

• Routine maintenance 
• Roof or siding repairs 
• Plastic or internally illuminated signs 



	
• New construction 
• Parking lot, driveway, or sidewalk repair 

Design Standards 

All projects must comply with the following: 

• Uptown Mt. Lebanon Main Street Design Guidelines 
• Mt. Lebanon Code and Zoning Ordinances 

Applicants are encouraged to restore façades to their original character, use historically 
appropriate materials, and avoid obscuring architectural features. 

Grant Parameters 

• Grant Amount: Up to $5,000 per property (50% match required) 
• Disbursement: Reimbursement upon completion of approved work 
• Timeline: Projects must be completed within 120 days of award notification 

(extensions may be granted upon request) 

Application and Funding Process 
	

1. Pre-Application Consultation 
Contact Cate Irvin (cate@mtlebopartnership.org) or Eric Milliron 
(emilliron@mtlebanon.org) to discuss your project before applying. Early 
consultation ensures alignment with program goals and eligibility requirements. 
 

2. Submit Application 
Complete the online application including: 

o Photos of current conditions 
o Renderings, material samples, or sketches 
o Two contractor estimates (or one estimate plus DIY cost breakdown with 

comparable quote) 
o Signed owner consent (if tenant is the applicant) 

 
3. Initial Review 

Staff will review applications for completeness. Incomplete applications will be 
returned for revision before advancing to the Façade Grant Advisory Committee. 
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4. Advisory Committee Review 

The committee meets monthly to review complete applications and will either: 
o Approve the project as submitted 
o Request changes for resubmission 
o Decline the project with rationale 

 
5. Grant Agreement 

Upon approval, a grant agreement will be issued outlining scope, terms, and 
required documentation. No work may begin until the agreement is fully 
executed. 
 

6. Project Completion 
Work must be finished within 120 days of agreement unless an extension is 
approved. All improvements must match the approved design and comply with 
local permitting. 

 
7. Close-Out & Reimbursement 

Once work is complete: 
o Schedule a walkthrough with Municipal or Partnership staff 
o Submit paid invoices and proof of payment 
o Funds will be reimbursed within 30 days of complete documentation 

 
Additional Notes 

• Receiving a grant does not substitute for municipal permitting approval. 
Applicants are responsible for securing all required permits. 

• Grants are reimbursement-based only—no funding will be provided for work 
begun before approval. 

• The Mt. Lebanon Partnership and Municipality of Mt. Lebanon reserve the right 
to use project images for promotional purposes. 

 


